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Architect David Ross (1828-1908)
Reality did not quite match ambition
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Otago University Museum in Great King Street



Captain Frederick Wollaston HUTTON
(1836-1905)

Curator Otago University Museum
1873-1879




| By

Otago University Museum when it opened August 1877










Some individual birds can be identified



Photo from 1937 with newly appointed Education Officer, G.A. Anderson
Arrow points to egret on display when 1877 Gallery opened



Kotuku
Also known as Egret or White heron

Photo taken 2013 in Otago Museum store
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Otago University Museum about 1883




Professor Thomas Jeffery PARKER
(1850-1897)

Curator Otago University Museum
1880-1897

And

Professor of Biology at Otago
University

1880-1897
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Otago University Museum about 1885
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Skeleton of fin whale in Otago University Museum. Photo taken 1885




Captain William Jackson BARRY
(1819-1907)

Whaler and showman lecturer




Stranded whale, Ocean Beach, Dunedin, 1904
Not Captain Barry’s Whale, but very similar.
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Whale skeleton and jars of specimens. Photo taken 1885
Standards of health & safety have improved!
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Letter from T.J. Parker, Dunedin to Julius von Haast, Christchurch.

22 August 1884.
(Alexander Turnbull Library MS-Papers-0037-126)
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Extract from: ‘Notes on the Skeleton and Baleen of a Fin-Whale (Balaenoptera musuclus ?)
recently acquired by the Otago University Museum’
by T.J. Parker. Transactions of the New Zealand Institute, vol. 17, 1884



TRANSACTIONS

OF THE

NEW ZEALAND INSTITUTE
1884 )

I.—ZOOLOGY.

Arr, I.—Notes on the Skeleton and Baleen of a Fin-whale (Balznoptera
musculus ?) recently acquired by the Otago University Museum. By T.
Jerrery Parger, B.Sc. Lond., Professor of Biology in the University

of Otago. |
[Read before the Otago Imstitute, 14th October, 1884.]

Plate VI
RareER more than a year ago, a large whale’s skeleton was exhibited in
many parts of the colony by Captain Jackson Barry, who finally brought it
to Dunedin. On visiting the shed where the bones were roughly set up,
I found the animal to be a Balenoptera, a genus hitherto not represented in
this Museum ; and, as the number of bones missing was comparatively
small, and the baleen was perfect, I entered into negotiations with Mr.
Barry, with the ultimate result of securing the specimen as soon as it



Skeleton of whale and much else as well. Photo taken after 1886.
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Iron cradle designed by Francis John Bourne, museum articulator



Fin whale has remained in place since 1885.
Maritime Gallery created in 1970s by making a floor under the whale.




Skeleton of whale and much else as well. Photo taken after 1886.



Skeleton of whale and much else as well. Photo taken after 1886.






Leopard. Photo taken in Otago Museum store 2012



Lettering on base reads:

Signor Chiarini
Sumatra

Leopard or Panther
Felis leopardis

1885



. CHIARIMTS ROYAL ITAUAN CIRCOS

AXTD PERFORMING ANIMALS,
Wellington : For One N’MM commmcing 2000 November, 1870,

ON TEE ARBCLAIMED LAND

SIGNOR G. CHIARINTIS
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Chiarini’s Royal Italian Circus

Poster for a Wellington show
but the circus visited Dunedin in
1874, 1879 and 1884



The lion tamer with his troupe of
Performing Royal Bengal Tigers
and a couple of leopards too!



Payments to
Signor Chiarini

University Otago Ledger Books:

Museum Maintenance Account
Hocken Collections

Left February 1886
Below March 1887
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One of a series of museum registers begun in 1893
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Dr Otto Finsch (1839-1917) o ey ———




AV1547 Gyrfalcon Falco rusticolus. Finsch’s original specimen listed in the 1878 Guide.

Label on the base reads:
Falco candicans, Gml.,
Nauman, Vog. Deutschl. 13.t
390.f. 1 —

Jad.

29. Octbr. 1872.
Fiskenaesset

Greenland. No 5. 1873.
From Dr Finsch 1874




 ANGOLA — ANCHIETA

Hab. Af/( 27 a/a\\T v
Car. /,%1, éﬁd@éu
At Lan M /31(‘




ANGOLA —ANCHIETA

Hab. Ay/( 27 a/a\\T v
Car. /,%1, éﬁd@éu
At Lan M /31(‘

Jose d’Anchieta
(1832-1897)
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More Questions than Answers

Henry Ogg Forbes (1851-1932)
Explorer in New Guinea 1885

Did he swap specimens with

Jose d’Achieta in Angola?

Curator Canterbury Museum 1890-1893

How did his specimens get to Oamaru?

Forbes specimens acquired by Otago
Museum in 1953, but
were the Angolan ones amongst them?




Thank you for your attention, are
there any questions?
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